




































malfunctions remedied. The comfort of the fliers is their full time job, 
and it keeps them busy. 

The base has its own well-equipped hospital, but the medics 
reach closer into the heart of each unit through 'the squadron dis­
pensaries. I nstead of having a morning sick call in the combat squadrons, 
the sergeant at the dispensary is on hand all day unti l about 230 0 , and 
of course on call a t night in case of emergency. Fliers drop in and air 
their problems. Nine to ten in the evening is the peak. time for business. 
It is essential not only that the fliers are in good physical shape, but that 
they feel tha t way. All colds, by far the most common trouble, arecarefulJy 
treated, so that they don't develop ear trouble thro,ugh high ' altitucie 
pressure. Don, the staff sergeant, says he's gotten them in the hqbit of 
taking precautions, and adequate treatment, with the result that the 
flying time lost t1.lrough respiratory, t roubles in his squadron is 'now le,ss 
than one-sixth ofwhat it was before the dispensary starteawork. 
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Qf Its own and hves"",by the consent ()f: other outtlts: But there would be 
- from these outfits if it folded\lp. On ;pa:per, Q1cfst 

constructi()l} and British 
labor. In practice, British labor ,is so short that a thousand jobs have to 
be undertaken by US personnel. Hence, Base Utilities came into being. -
Right now it has one officer and twenty-one enlisted men, borrowed from 
the squadrons. You get a glimpse of the size of their operations when you 
realize that the base was built to accommodate 1,500 men- less than half 
its present number; the sec,tion. has , done all the . construction ot living 
quarters al1d -other facilities' requinid for the' expansion. Their biggest 
job was 'the ereCtion of 35 Nissen by 20 men in 36 days.' c NOlie of 
these ' men had ever seen a Nissen hut built, when they begari! They 
have also widened all the roads on the base from sixteen to twenty feet. 
Their electriCians, plurribets and carpenters are always' in demand for 
minor maintenance and construction jobs, arid now it is the responsibility 
of Utilities to keep the runways clear . of snow and sanded, if they freeze. 
Perhaps the greatest single morale-lifting job was the remodelling and 
heating of the shower rooms on the base, providing plenty of hot water 
and cutting the pneumonia rate. 

TELLING THE NEWS 

Most bomber bases are not located on the edge of any town with ' vast 
recreation facilities for <in evening or off-duty pass. This . base is no 
exception, So ' social life and recreation on a base really means some­
thing. Special Services is the moving spirit behind ' the shows, dances, 
athletic program and many special functions. It provides material for 
discussions, lectures and reading, through the Information-Education 
officers. On this base no less than 250 officers arid men are studying the 
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US~FI correspondence courses. Special Services and Public Relations 
work together on many projects, such as tht; visits of noted speakers. The 
main job of PRO is to tell the people at home the news which individuals 
and subunits cannot write themselves. News is made in a Group every 
day, on the missions and on the ground, and .thanks to PRO the people 
at home. have a chance to heqr ab~:)Ut it. 

No base would be complete without its MPs. In the days when there 
was a considerable thteatof enemy parachute or landing raids, the MPs 
headed up the training bf the ground defense force charged vvith the 
protection of the field, planes and installations.' Now that the threat is 
greatly lessened, and the numbers of the l\1Ps are reduced, they are kept 
fully occupied on theirr(!g4:lar police duties around the field. 

The runways , on the, .base take a pounding such as no highway gets, 
and the maintenance and repair is th~resl?onsib.jlity of an engineer ~lviation 
company attached to the base. Itisariegrooutfit and its southern fried 
chicken feasts once j .:we;ek a~e sqme~hing to talk about. Their ,York is 
heavy and often humdrum, but they really roll out the concrete and m ake 
the, dirt fly;. Th~ , ' company, asa matter Qf fact; is one of the organiz<1tic,ms 
inyrhi\:hthe base takes mQSt pride; Th~y ,have earned a Divisional 
Ci tation, and this is how it happened : Late one evening two bombers 
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broke through the surface of the r u,nway at an intersection, threatening 
to delay or scrub the take off of' a mission, scheduled in 36 hours' time. 
T he whole company turnccl out-first sergeant, clerks, b ugler, cooks­
tore up 400 feet of faulty r unway during the night, and twelve hours la ter 
400 feet of concre te, 15 fee t wide, was already hardening. They finished 
the job in less than half the normal time required. 

Their job symbolizes, as, well as anything could, the fighting spirit and 
teamwork of the base. It Isn't easy for most men to stand back from their 
work and see its significance in a global war. But when you stop Lo think 
of it, anyone ,~;ho helps in any way to " keep 'em flying" is doing a job 
which will go down in history. Every time those Forts and Libs thunder 
from the field on a mission they carry more than deadly explosives, inten­
sively trained crews and almost magical instruments. They carry the 
punch of a united team of more than two thousand men and they deliver 
it right where it hits the enemy hardest. 

I 
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.E idea back of this number of " Army T alks for t he Eigh th 1Airk 
. . d b k f your ;ob and take a ,. 00Force" 1S simple-to stan ac rom . :J,. "; , '." :' ':., ,

' h b . ·. t o get [0 know youra t it 	as it really IS . T hey say t e , est WilY .', , . ' ' . .•... 
. . . ' . " ~swh.at you redomg 10 ' • home town 1S to take a VIsitor arou~ ~ "~' , d ' b­

.. , Y t' ee <'am;. '~< things.Jn..a. new ligJrt,.. A n . m ay. e " 
..... '"- - - ~-""""n~ Oil some Imes S I, - .~ 	 .. 
you see new things that you missed before, because it'1< ea~'ir to live and 
work on a n airfield for months and still ftndplenty to 1e':11.'n about its ---	 . 
operations. ,.--­

It's everl efl."&r to swea t it ou t on some job and miss, the real point of 
what yo .e doing in t h e war. This account of life o n a base isn't complete. 
B may be enough to show that your job, whatever it iS"makes selise 
and that your base is a front line in the pattern o(air warfare. . 

No two bomber bases are exactly al ike. W h a t are ' the differences' on 
your field from he one described here? Do you find ways of passing on 
to other units the improvements and discoveries you make? How does 
a fighter ase Jiffer from a bom ber base? How would you describe the 
work of a depot? 

Ah..!. "ow much do you know abo ut your own base? Which are the 
six most lthportant missio'ns flown by your Group? Which ship has ' 
the most missions to its credit? What is the longest series of missions 
any of ~our ~hips has flown without an' abort? , Do you know of any 
outstandmg ma1tttena'nce or .repair .jobs? -·What instruments, machines 
? r to~l' have been ihve~ted on your field? Can you think; of any ways 
III which teamwork.-be~ween your air and ground personnel can be further 
improved? . 
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PASS IT ON! 

Enough copies of " Army Talks for the Eighth Air Force " 

are being printed for every one to see it-if it get~ around. But 

a neat stack of copies sitting in some quiet corner of your base 

doesn't h~lp anybody. They leave us with a bang, but if..t~ 

not hitting the barracks, the chow line, the offices, the Aero Club 

-they're missing the target. 

And if you are interested in reading this copy, try it on J im. 

Maybe he's not as d~b :a:"_he.:..a ~_t: .= :c s~____-----}::;;::;;~~~ 
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